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CONSIDER OUR WATER RESOURCES DURING WATER’S WORTH IT MONTH

Spring is the season to celebrate new beginnings as nature sprouts. What better way to connect with nature than to celebrate
water? This May, we are happy to observe Drinking Water week and to join the New England Water Communication
Collaborative’s Water is Worth It Month.

Water in all forms is critical to our health, economy, and way of life - and yet it is often taken for granted. Every day,
even in times of extreme weather, we rely on safe water for drinking, cocking, bathing, and firefighting. Without
much thought, we take showers, flush toilets, and reach for a glass of tap water. This month, let’s think about what it
takes to maintain our safe and clean drinking water, and ask ourselves what water is worth.

Keeping water clean and operational for citizens takes many hands. In New England, we are fortunate to have
thousands of drinking water managers and operators working to sustain the services of safe drinking water. Under a
support network sustained by the New England states and by regional and state drinking water associations, these
public health servants study and work hard to become certified in their noble profession. They keep up with aging
infrastructure and emerging technologies, while continuing to run the plants, fix the leaks, clear the pipes, and
communicate with citizens.

There are 2,700 community public water supply systems across New England. Each one has unique challenges.
Living on the coast in Rockport Massachusetts, | appreciate the beauty and vulnerabilities of our coastal waters and
water infrastructure. As seen during extreme weather events, the battle of nature versus physical infrastructure has
erupted in every state in New England, appreciating those vulnerabilities and preparing for the future is important to
sustaining our systems.
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We face other challenges, including lead, which can be present in our public and household pipes and plumbing,
and which needs constant attention. Science has discovered emerging contaminants, like per- and polyfluoroalkyl
substances (PFAS) that, in some cases, are present in our ground water. We have alsc heard about algal biocoms
as a threat to our water supplies when excess nutrients enter our water systems through direct and stormwater
discharges. While these challenges can seem daunting, | am convinced that it is everyone’s business to get
involved and with all of us pulling together we can make a difference.

We are making progress. We all know that aging infrastructure presents a growing need. New England is one of the
first developed regions in the country, and our water infrastructure often reflects its age, as some of our systems are
more the 100 years old. Communities face substantial gaps between infrastructure improvement needs and
available funds. This is a problem we recognize and a problem we beginning to address. Recently, the U.S. EPA
announced a significant increase in funding available for water infrastructure projects. The program, under the
Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA), is providing up to $5.5 billion in low-cost loans, which
could leverage over $11 billion in water infrastructure projects. The time to act and take advantage of this
opportunity is now. Prospective borrowers seeking WIFIA credit assistance must submit a letter of interest by July 6,
2018.

We recognize there is more to be done to keep our drinking water clean and safe for us and for future generations. |
hope you will join me in thinking more about where your water comes from and thanking the people in your
community who work so tirelessly to keep your water clean and running.

Leam More about the Latest EPA News & Events in New England (https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/epa-region-1-new-
england)

Follow EPA New England on Twitter (http://twitter.com/epanewengland)

Connect with EPA New England on Facebook (https://www .facebook.com/EPARegion1)

If you would rather not receive future communications from U.S. EPA, Region 1, let us know by clicking here.
U.S. EPA, Region 1, 5 Post Office Square - Suite 100, Boston, MA 02109-3912 United States
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